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The would-be member of a peace-brigade should
come into close touch and cultivate acquaintance with
the so-called goonda element in his vicinity. He should
know all and be known to all and win the hearts of all
by his living and selfless service. No section should be
regarded as too contemptible or mean to mix with.
Goondas do not drop from the sky, nor do they spring
from the earth like evil spirits. They are the product of
social disorganization, and society is, therefore, respon-
sible for their existence. In other words, they should
be looked upon as a symptom of corruption in our
body politic. To remove the disease we must first dis-
cover the underlying cause. To find the remedy will
then  be  a  comparatively  easy  task.

Harijan, 15-9-'4O

CHAPTER  LXX

INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS

Indian National Congress which is the oldest
national political organization and which has after
many battles fought her non-violent way to freedom
cannot be allowed to die. It can only die with the nation.
A living organism ever grows or it dies. The Congress
has won economic freedom, social and moral freedom.
These freedoms are harder than the political, if only
because they are constructive, less exciting and not
spectacular. All-embracing constructive work evokes
the energy of all the units of the millions.

The Congress has got the preliminary and neces-
sary part of her freedom. The hardest has yet to come.
In its difficult ascent to democracy, it has inevitably